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ELDERS, DEACONS, SECRETARIES, TREASURERS, ORGANISTS

1850–2005

Elders (first created 1877) and deacons (first known by name, 1850)

Deacons in 1850–51: Edward Cruikshank, William Mackay, John Merricks, John Milne, Alexander Scott.

Deacons in 1863–77: J. Dewar, William James Duncan, James Grant, John Milne, Alexander Scott.

1877, first election after eldership created (December)

Elders: John Anderson, John Edward Dovey, John Walcot.

Deacons: Christopher Cairns, John Coutts, William Roadley Dovey, George Pyper Johnston and Andrew Urquhart.

1878 annual election  (December) (five to be elected – all five candidates chosen)

Elders: John Anderson, John Edward Dovey, Alexander Picken, Richard. J. Roberts (to London, 1883), John Walcot. (Photograph of these five, plus the pastor, in main text at 1877)

Deacons: Christopher Cairns, John Coutts, Charles S. Davies (resigned 1880), William R. Dovey (to London, December 1879
), George P. Johnston and Andrew Urquhart. (Six to be elected, two candidates out of eight not elected)

1879, all re-elected, this time for five years  (December)

1881
Additional elder, George Black and additional deacons, elected on recommendation of elders: William B. Benjafield (not re-elected 1884), Robert Stewart, David/Daniel Walker (not re-elected 1884) and Donald Weir.

1884 quinquennial election  (December)

Elders: John Anderson (died early 1889), John E. Dovey, W.T. Oldrieve (to London, 1887), Alexander Picken (resigned 1885, not replaced), John Walcot and Andrew Urquhart (6).

Deacons: Christopher Cairns, John Coutts, George P. Johnston, Thomas Middlemass, Peter Rutherford, Robert Stewart, George C. Walcot and Donald Weir (6 elders + 8 deacons = 14)

1889 quinquennial election  (Elders in November, deacons in December)

Elders: Christopher Cairns, John E. Dovey, Peter Rutherford, John Walcot, Donald Weir and Andrew Urquhart (6).

Deacons: Taylor Brown, John Coutts, Mr Dunne, Mr Henderson, Frank F. Main, Charles White Howden, George C. Walcot. (6 + 7 = 13)

1894 quinquennial election (elders in November, deacons in December) Right hand of fellowship given by pastor on 9 December 1894.

Elders: Christopher Cairns, John E. Dovey, Peter Rutherford (died April 1898), John Walcot, Donald Weir (resigned through health, March 1897, replaced by Charles W. Howden, who was not replaced as deacon) and Andrew Urquhart (no change) (6). John Coutts and William Dunne were, on one list, elders in 1895.

Deacons: Taylor Brown, Charles W. Howden (became an elder, not replaced), David D. Ronald, William Suttie, George C. Walcot and John Young, LDS, (6 + 8 = 14)

1897
Deacon Charles White Howden co-opted by elders on resignation of Donald Weir in March 1897 – no further authority sought. No replacement deacon because next elections on horizon. 

1898
George C. Walcot co-opted by elders on death of Peter Rutherford in April 1898, if Ross agreed to become deacon in his place – then Minutes stop before Ross had decided; but David D. Ronald was co-opted as a deacon in 1898.

1903
Elders – Christopher Cairns, William Calder, John Campbell, John Edward Dovey, John Walcot, Andrew Urquhart.

Deacons – Robert Aitken, Taylor Brown, J. Dunbar (co-opted 1903), William McDougall (Organist) (co-opted October 1903), Frank F. Main (co-opted February 1904), David D. Ronald, James Scott, George C. Walcot, William Watt, 

Quinquennial expired December 1904. Decided to elect 7 elders (on 27 November) and 10 deacons (on 11 December), to be received on 18 December. They were:

December 1904 election

Elders – Christopher Cairns, William Calder, John Campbell, John Edward Dovey,  Andrew Urquhart, John Walcot (died 3/1/09) and George C. Walcot (to Canada, June 1910)

Deacons – Robert Aitken, Eilif Beruldsen,
 Taylor Brown, Robert Craig, Frank F. Main, George Mark, William McDougall (Organist), David D. Ronald, James Scott, and John Sim.
 

James Scott became assistant minister in October 1906, and had a non-voting position on the diaconate. George Sim moved to Glasgow in November 1906. These two vacancies were filled in January 1907 by Thomas Hadden and Jasper Hunter. George Mark resigned in February 1908 as he had moved to Leith. He was replaced in 1908 by Dr. A. Maxwell Williamson, who is frequently mentioned in health matters, and John Dunsmore, appointed to fill the vacancies in the Diaconate. November 1908 – December Record, p. 170

Archibald Clark added as deacon in November 1910.

Quinquennial elections were due in December 1909, but since the re-building was at a critical stage, the church agreed to continue the present office-bearers for another year.

1910

Elections in November and December, for next five years, six elders and ten deacons. List of all eligible male members to be sent to members. (Deacons’ Minute of 29 September, 1910.). All existing elders and deacons re-elected.

Elders. Deacons Aitken and Craig became elders (added to Christopher Cairns, William Calder, John Edward Dovey and Andrew Urquhart.

Deacons. Taylor Brown, Francis Clark (new), John Dunsmore, Thomas Hadden, Jasper Hunter, William Linklater (new), Frank F. Main, Hugh M’Laren (new) (to America, March 1914), David D. Ronald, (Record, 1911, page 2.)

1911

Christopher Cairns resigned as elder, and John Dovey absent, and four new deacons were required for visitation. Voting papers were to be sent out (Deacons’ Minute, 2 February, 1911.), but nothing seems to have happened until 3 October 1912, when there were five vacancies and Balmer, Ewart, Storrie (to America, March 1914), Taylor and Wintour were appointed. (Record 1912, p.161.) (J. B. Wintour died suddenly on 11 August 1915 – lengthy appreciation of him in Record, 1915, p. 129.)

However, elders in June 1912 were Aitken, Calder, Craig, Dovey, Hadden, Hunter and Urquhart. (seven). Thomas Hadden, Jasper Hunter had moved up from deacon, but not known when.

December 1912, William Linklater resigned because elsewhere on Sunday evenings and couldn’t count offering.

April 1914

Three vacancies in Diaconate through two going to America and William Linklater– office-bearers filled vacancies with – Dr. John Guy, Alan W. Ritchie FRSE and John Lee. (Record 1914, p. 67.)

December 1914 – re-construction from Minutes

Elders

Aitken, Calder, Craig, Dovey, Hadden, Hunter and Urquhart. (seven)

Deacons

George Balmer (co-opted 1912), Taylor Brown, Francis Clark (died 5 December 1915), John Dunsmore, Robert Ewart (co-opted 1912), Dr. John Guy (co-opted 1914), John Lee (France 7/15, resigned 9/1916), William McDougall, Frank F. Main, Alan W. Ritchie (co-opted 1914), David D. Ronald, James Scott (assistant minister, non-voting), Robert Storie (co-opted 1912, to America, March 1914), Robert Taylor (co-opted 1912), John B. Wintour (co-opted 1912). 
December 1915. Quinquennial elections delayed because of War and because of vacancy. Special Church Meeting on 20 December 1915 decided that the present should remain in office until the new pastor arrived. Deacons’ Minute, 3 December 1915; Record 1916, p. 19.

Election December 1916, after Graham Scroggie arrived. (He wanted more time to settle in, but was over-ruled (Elders’ Minute, 27 November 1916)). Elders decided to increase numbers to 8 elders, 12 deacons. Recognised at communion on Sunday 18 January 1917.

Elders. Robert Aitken, William Calder, Robert Craig, Henry D. Curr, John Edward Dovey, Thomas Hadden, Jasper Hunter, Frank Fiddes Main (He was now ‘F. Fiddes Main’).

Deacons. Charles Allister, George Balmer, David Blair, Taylor Brown, John Dunsmore, Robert Ewart, Dr. John Guy, Alan W. Ritchie, David D. Ronald, Thomas Scales/Seal, Robin/Robert Taylor (died suddenly on 17/7/19, obituary in Record, 1919, p.115) William M. Urquhart.

These still in post in January 1918.

Spring 1919 Church Meeting gave office-bearers power to add, so in May 1919 they appointed the following, who were received at the Communion Service on 11th May:

New elders. Dr. John Guy, David D. Ronald, A.W. Ritchie (who had all been deacons)

New deacons. W. Henderson, Gerald Kirkby, John Lee, John Tait, William Wilson.

Taylor Brown was made an Honorary deacon (perhaps the first such) for his long service and his inability through other duties to fulfil the duties of a deacon now.

March 1920

Henry D. Curr died. William McDonald (Treasurer at same appointment) and J. Lee, new elders, appointed by elders. John Hornsby and William Brown, new deacons, appointed by deacons by virtue of power conferred. Third vacancy filled by Peter Murray (June, below)

May 1920. Dr. Guy resigned as elder through pressure of work and living in Colinton. Record, 1920, p. 98. He was Medical Officer of Health for Edinburgh from 1930 to 1938, and died in Aberdeen in 1953 at the age of 80. Record, 1953, p. 78.

Dec. 1920. Peter Murray to be deacon in place of J. Lee (now elder). Record 1920, p. 98.

7 June 1921

Charles Allister and William Wilson filled vacancies on elders’ court (who had left?)

John Fisher and William Sinclair filled their places on deacons’ court. Record

December 1922 elections

Elders. All elders re-elected, that is Robert Aitken, Charles Allister, William Calder (died 1926), Robert Craig
, Thomas Hadden, Jasper Hunter, John Lee (resigned April 1927, on moving away), Frank Fiddes Main (now ‘F. Fiddes Main’), William McDonald (died 1924), Allan W. Ritchie (resigned as elder and as secretary, May 1927, resigned church membership 29/9/43), David D. Ronald, William Wilson.

Deacons. George Balmer (new), James Bethune, David Blair, William Brown, Robert D. Clark (new), Robert Ewart, John Fisher, William Henderson, James Hornsby, Thomas Scales/Sealer, Charles Scott (new), William Sinclair, John Tait, William M. Urquhart.  John Dunsmore was re-elected but through business commitments declined to serve. Also, Peter Murray did not accept office.

June 1927 elections
 (brought forward because of Ritchie’s resignation as secretary)

Elders (16) Robert Aitken, Charles Allister, George Bolster, Andrew Bremner, Robert Clark, John W. Cooper, John Fisher, William Fleming,
 Dr John Guy, Jasper Hunter, Frank Fiddes Main, David D. Ronald, David T. Russell, J. Tait, W.M. Urquhart, William Wilson.

Deacons (18) (4 x 4 + 2). George Balmer, James Bethune, David Blair, Donald Bremner, William Brown, A. Ruthven Chalmers, Donald Cormack, Robert Ewart, Scott Forrester, Robert Gillon, William H. Henderson, John Hornsby, Ebenezer King, Peter Murray, George Rae, Thomas Scales, Charles Scott, William Sinclair. 

Thomas Hadden declined to accept office after the elders’ list was issued. He died in October 1940.

1928/9. Elder Andrew Bremner (died 1928) and elders George Bolster (just elected) and Jasper Hunter resigned through ill-health, died 1937. Deacons Donald Cormack and Charles Scott became elders (1929), together with a new elder, Ebenezer King. Deacon Scott Forrester moved away and John Hornsby, aged 77, retired through ill-health, 1929. The five vacancies for deacons were filled in 1929 by Robert Aitken, Jnr., David Cassie, David S. Steele, Thomas Thomson and James Tullis. All were welcomed together on 7 April 1929.
In November 1929, John Fisher resigned to become a missionary and was replaced by Rev. Campbell Dovey (1930).

December 1932 elections

Elders (16). Robert Aitken, Snr, Charles Allister, Robert D. Clark, John William Cooper, Donald Cormack, Snr (died 1937), A. Campbell Dovey (moved to Crieff, 1935), Robert Gillon, Dr Guy, Ebenezer King (died 1934), Frank Fiddes Main (died 1937, obituary in Record, 1937, p. 153), George Rae, Charles Scott, David Steele, J. Tait (died 1934, daughter missionary in Damascus), William McDuff Urquhart, William Wilson. Dr. Guy was re-elected as an elder but through business commitments declined to serve; his place was taken by J. Spark.
Deacons. Robert Aitken, Jnr, George Balmer, James Bethune, David Blair, D. Bremner, William Brown, David Cassie, A. Ruthven Chalmers (resigned 1937), George Davidson, Thomas Forsyth, George Gordon, William Henderson, Peter Murray, James Patterson, James Ritchie, Thomas Scales, William Sinclair, James Tullis.

Elder David D. Ronald, appointed by deacons’ Court, 3 May 1933.

June 1937 elections

Elders (16). Robert Aitken, Snr. (elected but died in 1937), Charles Allister,
 James Bethune, Robert D. Clark, John William Cooper (died February 1940, obituary p. 46), Robert Gillon, George Gordon, John McGuinness, Frank Fiddes Main, Peter Murray, George Rae, Allan W. Ritchie, David D. Ronald, David S. Steele, William McDuff Urquhart, William Wilson.

Deacons (18). Robert Aitken, Jnr., William Niven Aitken, George Balmer, David Blair, William Brown, David T/Y. Cassie, (resigned June 1940 through wife’s health), George Davidson, Thomas Forsyth (co-opted elder, 8/11/44), William A. Hawkins (died 22/6/44), William Henderson (resigned, distance, 8/11/44) Donald Jenkins, James Patterson, James Purves, James Ritchie, Thomas Scales (moved away 1938), William Sinclair (resigned March 1941), James Tullis, John Whitlie.

Robert Aitken does not seem to have been replaced. Voting age and eligibility for office at the 1937 election was 18. John Balmer was co-opted in February 1938 to replace Thomas Scales.

1940. Three new elders were co-opted – Robert Aitken (Jnr), Donald Jenkins and James Patterson, and three new deacons, James Begg, John E. Coutts, George H. Rae, Jnr.

June 1940, W. Somerville replaced David Cassie, who had resigned.

March 1941, William Sinclair resigned, not immediately replaced

The next election was due in 1942, but it was postponed because so many male members were away on war service – Record, 1943, p. 52, on recommendation of deacons, Minute 3 June 1942.

Deacon Tom Forsyth was co-opted as an elder and deacon William Henderson resigned on 8/11/44, which left four vacancies for deacons. Although an election was in the offing, it was decided to co-opt Peter Armstrong, James Cunningham, Robert Hadden and David M. Murray on 6 December 1944.

By the spring of 1945, and with the end of the war in sight, the elders were feeling weary after eight years in office and arranged an election although a number of members, including potential office-bearers, were still away. It was held in May 1945, and James Begg and W. R. Tregunna were added to the Elders’ Court. 

June 1945 election

Elders (16). Robert Aitken, Charles D.F. Allister (aged 75), James Begg, James Bethune, Robert D. Clark, Tom Forsyth (died February 1948), Robert Gillon, George Gordon (died March 1949), Donald M. Jenkins, James Patterson, George Rae, David D. Ronald (died February 1950), David S. Steele, William R. Tregunna, William McDuff Urquhart, William Wilson.

John McGuinness, who had been an elder, became a deacon.

Deacons (18). William Niven Aitken (left for ministry, October 1945), Peter Armstrong, George Balmer (died, November 1950, age 84), John Balmer, David Blair, William Brown, John E. Coutts, James Cunningham (died January 1948), George Davidson, Robert M. Hadden, John M’Guinness, David M. Murray, James Purves, George H. Rae, James Ritchie, William A.D. Somerville, James Tullis, John Whitlie.

Jack Oliphant was co-opted as a deacon in December 1945, to replace Aitken.

March 1947, honorary elder, Charles D.F. Allister, seems to be first honorary elder, because of ill health and increased visitation requirements. Full tribute in Record, 1952, p. 121, on his death in July 1952.

Armstrong and Purves co-opted as elders, November 1947.

David Petrie and William Tullis co-opted as deacons, April 1948.

John Cochrane, Peter B. Murray, John Whitlie co-opted as elders, April 1948

Tregunna was acting as minister in Eday, Shetland, so resigned as elder, October 1948. James Cossar and Thomas S. Currie co-opted as elders, February 1949, to bring up to sixteen..

June 1950 election

Elders (16). Robert Aitken, Peter Armstrong, James Begg (died April 1954), James Bethune, William Brown (church treasurer, new as elder, resigned March 1951), Robert D. Clark, Donald S. Cormack (new), James Cossar, Robert J. Gillon, Donald McG. Jenkins, Peter B. Murray, James Patterson, George Rae, Snr, William McDuff Urquhart, John Whitlie, William Wilson (died April 1951).

William Brown had been church treasurer since 1934, but became an elder only in 1950.

Two vacancies (Brown and Wilson) were not filled until after the pastor resigned; a full team was then needed, so John Cochrane and Thomas S. Currie were co-opted. At the same time David Steele, who had been an elder until he moved away to Dunoon, was made an honorary elder on his return to Edinburgh, and then fully re-elected at the next election.. (His daughter, Ruth Simpson, is still active n the Chapel.)

Deacons (18). John Balmer, David Blair, John Cochrane, John E. Coutts, Thomas S. Currie, George Davidson, Robert M. Hadden, James Hudson, John McGuinness, Douglas L. MacNair, David M. Murray, John Oliphant, David Petrie, James B. Purves, George H. Rae, Jnr, James Ritchie, William A. D. Somerville, William Tullis.

Honorary deacons, George Balmer (died November 1950), James M. Tullis (joined the Chapel in 1907, died September 1955). Seem to be the first honorary deacons.

Photograph taken on 6 May 1953, after Baxter left office – so elders Brown and Wilson not in it, nor honorary elder Allister, nor honorary deacon Balmer.

Two new deacons co-opted, June 1953 – Peter Manson and Tom Sim. Manson resigned May 1954, through ill-health. 

December 1955 election (postponed from May until December so that the existing courts could see the World Council of Churches’ issue through.

Elders (16). Robert Aitken, Peter Armstrong (died April 1958), Robert D. Clark, John Cochrane, Donald S. Cormack, James Cossar, Thomas S. Currie, Robert M. Hadden (new), Norman C. Hunt (new), Donald McG. Jenkins, David M. Murray (new), Douglas L. MacNair (new), James Patterson, George Rae, David S. Steele (died July 1957), William McDuff Urquhart.

New honorary elders, James Bethune (died 1956), Robert J. Gillon (died 1957), Peter B. Murray (died April 1963), John McGuinness (formerly elder), free to attend meetings as they wished, and to do or not to do such duties as they were asked, but no vote. Elders’ Minute 7 December 1955.biographies given in Record, 1956, p. 11.John Whitlie was not re-elected.

R. Findlater co-opted to replace David Steele, November 1957, leaving a vacancy for a deacon.

John Whitlie co-opted 1958 to replace Peter Armstrong, leaving a vacancy for a deacon.

Deacons (18). Robert S. Aitken (new), (youngest ever), John Balmer, Dr B.Oscar Barry (new), David Blair, John E. Coutts, George Davidson (honorary in 1957 through strain, died April 1958), Robert Findlater (new), James Hudson, John McGregor (new), John Oliphant, David Petrie, James B. Purves, George H. Rae, Jnr, James Ritchie (died July 1956), William A. D. Somerville (honorary in December 1958 through age, died 1962), William Tregunna (new), William Tullis, John Whitlie (new, became elder 1958).

Sim not re-elected.

David Wallace was co-opted a deacon in January 1957 (? who had resigned).

Robert S. Aitken resigned, June 1957, on moving to Perth. 

Charles E. Steele and Robin White co-opted as deacons, November 1957.

R. Findlater replaced by Tom Sim (February 1958)

James C. Beren and Gordon Borthwick co-opted in December 1958 to fill Somerville + Whitlie .
David Blair resigned through ill-health in May 1959, after 42 years; replaced by Douglas Martin. Tregunna to Peebles, October 1959.

Permission from the church to increase the number of elders elected in 1960 from 16 to 20, with power to co-opt another 4 during the quinquennium, if required, because of increased pastoral duties. Deacons to stay at 18, but with power to co-opt another 4 if required. Deacons’ Minute, 10 February, Members’ Minute, 22 February 1960.

May 1960 election

Elders (20). Robert Aitken (resigned March 1961), Gordon G. Borthwick (new), Robert D. Clark, John Cochrane, Donald S. Cormack (died December 1963), James Cossar (resigned, March 1961), Thomas S. Currie, Robert Findlater (new, resigned and became honorary, March 1961, died same month), Robert M. Hadden, Norman C. Hunt, Donald McG. Jenkins, George McCabe (died in September 1960), Douglas L. Macnair, David M. Murray (resigned June 1961), James Patterson (resigned December 1963), George Rae, William C. Tullis (new, resigned March 1961), William McD. Urquhart, David Wallace (new), John Whitlie (new).

The John Whitlie who died in March 1961 is not the new elder – this one was a deacon from 1937, never an elder.
James Beren, George Hutchison, James B. Purves, Vickerman, William Whyte assumed in place of the five who resigned or retired., 

Ken Baker co-opted as elder, October 1961.

Deacons (18). Robert Armstrong (new), James C. Beren (new), John E. Coutts, John Gordon (new), Iain C. Grant (new), James Hudson, George Hutchison (new), Thomas Johnston (new), John McGregor, Douglas Martin (new), Russell Murray (new), Ernest C. Paton (new, resigned March 1964), David Petrie, James B. Purves (became elder), George H. Rae, Thomas S. Sim (previously co-opted), John Simison (new, resigned August 1961), Adam Wilson (new).

Deacons John Balmer, John Oliphant, Charles Steele and Robin White not seek re-election.
John Balmer made honorary deacon, December 1960, died March 1963.

Four vacancies filled by Ken Baker, Fergus Brown, John Crawford, Charles Dick, autumn 1961.

John Crawford (co-opted) resigned as deacon, January 1965. 

April 1965 election
Elders (20) Robert Aitken (back after resignation) Ian Balfour (new), James Beren, Gordon Borthwick (resigned June 1969), Alex. Cameron (new), Robert D. Clark, John Cochrane, James Cossar (back after resignation), T. Currie, John Gordon, Robert Hadden, Norman Hunt, Douglas Macnair, Rev. Walter Main (to Prestwick, 1966),  David M. Murray (back after resignation), James Purves, George Rae, Senr., W. MacDuff Urquhart (resigned May 1965), A. David L. Wallace, Rev. William Whyte.

Deacons (18) Robert Armstrong, Kenneth Baker, Fergus Brown, John Coutts, Charles Dick, Fred. Ferguson, Iain Grant, J. Hudson (to elder on Urquhart’s resignation), T. Johnston, Douglas Martin, Russell Murray, J. McGregor, George H. Rae, Tom Sim, Robin White, Adam Wilson (resigned February 1966), Alan Wilson, (co-opted as elder in 1969 to replace Vickerman), James Wood.

Donald McG. Jenkins (not seek re-election) made honorary elder, 1965, died 1972. 

Goerge Hutchison, David Petrie, Vickerman did not seek re-election in 1965 but not made honorary; Vickerman was then co-opted as an elder in 1967 but died in May 1968. 

Douglas Lawrence to replace Hudson when he became elder, 1965.

David Dennis co-opted in April 1966, but moved to England six months later – ?who moved up to replace Main and create vacancy.

Dennis replaced by John (Jackie) Cairns.

Alan Wilson replaced as deacon by Norman Sinclair.

May 1970 election
Elders (20) Robert Aitken (died 1970), Robert Armstrong (new), Kenneth Baker (new), Ian Balfour, James Beren, Rev.Gerald Block (new), Alex. Cameron, John Cochrane, James Cossar, John Gordon, Robert Hadden, Norman Hunt, George Hutchison (re-elected after 5 years off), John McGregor (new), Douglas Macnair, David M. Murray, A. David L. Wallace, Robin White (new), Rev. William Whyte, Alan Wilson.
Deacons (18) Fergus Brown, John Cairns, Ronald Cargill (new), Charles Dick, Angus  Ferguson (new),  Fred. Ferguson, Ian Gordon (new), Iain Grant, John Holburn (new), Thomas Johnston, Douglas Lawrence, Douglas Martin, Russell Murray, Tom Sim, John Simison (new), Norman Sinclair, William Walker, Jnr. (new), James Wood.

Honorary elders, Robert D. Clark (died 1970), Tom Currie (died 1973), James Purves (died 1977), George George Rae, senior, not re-elected as an elder in May 1970, died 1973.

Honorary deacons (not want to stand in 1970), John E. Coutts, George Rae, junior.

John Simison to fill Aitken’s vacancy on elders’ Court, September 1970.

Leslie Ross to fill his vacancy on Deacons’ Court, September 1970.

Colin Simpson co-opted as deacon in June 1971.

Douglas Lawrence resigned through business commitments in England in October 1971.

Peter Martin to replace him, November 1971.

James Monihan, co-opted as deacon April 1972

Deacon Ronald Cargill went north in 1972, replaced by Jim McCall.

Tom Johnston died June 1972, Ian Gordon resigned 1973 to concentrate on Wester Hailes, these two replaced by Gordon McFarlane and George Nash, 1973.

Gordon McFarlane moved north in October 1974, not replaced because of pending elections.

George H. Rae, jnr, and William Tullis, honorary elders, January 1974

March 1975 election

Elders (20) Robert Armstrong, Kenneth Baker, Ian Balfour, James Beren (resigned 1977, died October 1991
), Alex. Cameron, John Cochrane, James Cossar (died October 1978), Ian Finlayson (new), John Gordon, Robert Hadden, Norman Hunt, George Hutchison, Douglas Macnair, James Monihan, David M. Murray, John Simison, A. David L. Wallace, Robin White, Rev. William Whyte, Alan Wilson.

Rev.Gerald Block and John McGregor (died January 1980) were appointed as Honorary elders. 

James Beren appointed as Honorary when he resigned in January 1977; died 5 October 1991. 

Fergus Brown (deacon) replaced Beren but moved away June 1978, replaced by Jim McCall.

James Cossar replaced by Russell Murray.

Deacons (18) Fergus Brown, John (Jackie) Cairns (resigned in 1979 and joined the Morningside Baptist Church), John Cuthell (new, died 1977), Charles Dick, Angus  Ferguson, Frederick Ferguson (died March 1980), Iain C. Grant, John Holburn, James McCall, Russell Murray, George Nash , Angus Noble (new, resigned 1976), Leslie Ross, Tom Sim, Alistair Simison (new, resigned 1977), Colin Simpson, William Walker, Iain R. White (new).

Morgan Jamieson replaced Angus Noble, 1976.

?who replaced Fergus Brown in Spring 1977.

John Penman replaced John Cuthell, 1977.

Kenneth Armstrong replacedAlistair Simison, but resigned immediately as he had become Assistant to the Pastor, and Stuart Harrison took his place (December 1977).

Morgan Jamieson went to London (April 1978), replaced by Andy Chapman.

Jim McCall replaced by David Whitlie in 1978.  
Russell Murray became an elder in 1979 and John Cairns resigned, replaced by Alistair Hay and Tony Norton (March 1979).

March 1980 election

Elders (20 – five new, all previously deacons) Robert Armstrong, Kenneth Baker (died May 1980), Ian Balfour, Alexander Cameron, Hans Clausen (new), Charles Dick (new), Angus Ferguson (new), Ian Finlayson, John Gordon (resigned 1983), Robert Hadden, Norman Hunt, James McCall, Douglas Macnair (resigned 1983), James Monihan (resigned November 1981), Russell Murray, George Nash (new), Colin Simpson (new) (resigned 1984), A. David L. Wallace, Robin White (resigned 1984), Alan Wilson (died 1982).

All five retiring elders, John Cochrane, George Hutchison, David M. Murray, John Simison, William Whyte, made honorary elders, along with James Beren, but not to come to regular meetings of elders.

Kenneth Baker replaced by John Holburn.

James Monihan replaced by Stewart Harrison 12/81

Alan Wilson honorary in 1982, died end of 1982, replaced by Bill Dowall

Macnair resigned through ill-health in February 1983, replaced by Bryson Hart (deacon)

Gordon resigned on reaching 70 in February 1983, replaced by John Penman (deacon)

Macnair and Gordon made honorary elders

Robin White resigned on reaching 70 in 1984, replaced by Ken Bennington (not deacon), and made honorary elder.

Colin Simpson resigned on moving to Yorkshire, replaced by Donald Meek (not deacon)

Deacons (18 – nine new) Arthur Ager (new), Graham Biddulph (new), Donald Cameron (new), Andrew Chapman, John Grant (new), Stuart Harrison, Alastair Hay, John Holburn, Stewart McLeod (new), Robert Naysmith (new), Anthony Norton, Thomas Sim, Stuart Sinclair (new), Barry Sprott (new), William Walker, Norman Wallace (new), Iain R. White, David Whitlie.

John Holburn replaced by Bryson Hart (1980).

Stuart Harrison replaced by John Penman 2/82

Bryson Hart became elder in 1983, replaced by Robert Shaw

John Penman became elder in 1983, replaced by Norman Wilson

Deacons

Ian White resign 10/84

Simison resign 9/84

Sim Honorary deacon 3/85, died 11 February 1994.

David Whitlie resigned 9/87

Brian Wilson resigned, Tim Prime co-opted 6/88

John Ridgeway resigned  12/89
March 1985 election

Elders (20 – seven new) Robert Armstrong, Ian Balfour, Alan Barlow (new, to Barnton, 1987), Andrew Chapman (new), Charles Dick (resigned 1986), Bill Dowall, Angus Ferguson, Ian Finlayson, Bryson Hart (to Barnton, 1987), John Holburn, James McCall, Donald Meek, Russell Murray, George Nash, John Penman (resigned 1986), Stuart Sinclair (new, to Barnton, 1987)), Barry Sprott (new), William (Bill) Walker (new), Norman Wallace (new), Norman Wilson (new).
Alexander Cameron, Robert Hadden, Norman Hunt, A. David L. Wallace, made honorary. 
Charles Dick resigned in 1986, honorary on resignation, replaced by Bryce Crawford.

John Penman resigned in 1986, replaced by Clive Beach

Barlow, Hart and Sinclair took over leadership at Barnton in September 1987 and were replaced by Donald Cameron, John Shepherd and Adrian Todd.

Andrew Chapman and John Holburn resigned in September 1988 and since the elders had more pastoral work because of the vacancy, decided to have a mini-election for five (there was already one vacancy). Graham Biddulph, Paul Chung, David Dennis, John Grant and Eric Smith elected.

Deacons (19 (because tie for last place) – seven new) Arthur Ager, Graham Biddulph, Donald Cameron, David Clement (new) (to Barnton, 1987), Bryce Crawford (new), Roger Ginger (new), John Grant, Stuart Harrison (resigned 1986), George Haig, Alastair Hay, Raymond Hayes (new) (to Barnton, 1988), James Landles (new), Stewart McLeod, Robert Naysmith, Anthony Norton, Albert Peterson (new), Harry Robertson (new), David Whitlie (to Barnton, 1987, returned 1989), Brian Wilson (resigned 1988).

Donald Cameron became an elder in September 1987, replaced by David Dennis

Bryce Crawford became an elder, replaced by Frank Fenning

Stuart Harrison, David Whitlie, Raymond Hayes, Brian Wilson

replaced by David Patterson, Hugh Thomson, Tim Prime, Sandy Ford, Napier, John Ridgeway.

Hugh Thomson to Cambridge in 1989, replaced by David Whitlie returning.

Stuart Harrison went abroad, and on his return, he became convener of the Mission Board in 1995 and was made an honorary elder.

April 1990 election

Robert Armstrong, Bill Dowall, Donald Meek, and Norman Wilson did not seek re-election.

Elders (22). Ian Balfour, Graham Biddulph, Donald Cameron, Paul Chung, Bryce Crawford, David Dennis, Angus Ferguson, Ian Finlayson, John Grant, George Haig, James McCall, Stewart McLeod, Russell Murray, George Nash, Jonathan Prime (resigned 1993), John Shepherd, Eric Smith, Barry Sprott, Adrian Todd, William Walker, Norman Wallace, David Whitlie 

Deacons (19 (because 19 nominated) Jonathan Bartlett, David Fairley, Derek Finlayson, Shaun Gordon, Sid Harrison, Alastair Hay, James Landels, Stephen Lawson, Philip Murray, Gary Napier (moved away 1992), Robert Naysmith, Tony Norton, Derek Liddell, David Patterson, Albert Peterson, Tim Prime, Harry Robertson, Bob Shaw, Norman Wilson.

Robert Armstrong made honorary.

Paul Chung left Edinburgh in August 1991 and replaced as elder by Harry Robertson.
Graham Biddulph retired as elder in March 1992 and replaced by Robert Naysmith.
Harry Robertson replaced as deacon by Nicholas Hunt. 
Anthony Norton retired as a deacon in June 1992 and replaced by David Porteous.

Bill Dowall persuaded in March 1993 to return as an additional elder, to run Discipleship classes (making 23 elders), after having had to resign with a back problem.

Gary Napier replaced as a deacon by Fraser Wood in March 1993.

Jonathan Prime resigned in autumn 1993, on entering the ministry, 

1995

Elders (22). Ian Balfour, Donald Cameron, Bryce Crawford, David Dennis, Bill Dowall, Angus Ferguson, Ian Finlayson, David Glasby, John Grant (resigned 1999), George Haig, George Nash, Bob Naysmith, Keith Percival, David Porteous, Harry Robertson (became deacon in 1996, for finance), John Shepherd, Eric Smith, Barry Sprott, Adrian Todd, Bill Walker, Norman Wallace and David Whitlie (resigned 1998).

Deacons: all 18 nominees elected. Andrew Amour, Paul Arthurson, Calum Comerford, John Easton, Derek Finlayson, Sid Harrison, Alastair Hay, Nicholas Hunt, Jeremy Landless (left Edinburgh 1996), Richard McFadden (resigned 1997), John McKellar, Steve Paterson, David Patterson (to elder, June 1998), Albert Peterson, Andrew Whitlie, David Wilson, Norrie Wilson (resigned 1998) and Fraser Wood (resigned 1996). 

Jim McCall and Russell Murray made honorary elders.

David Fairley, James Landels and Robert Shaw made honorary deacons.

Photograph in Record, June 1995, p. 5, of these elders and deacons.

George Haig was unwell and Derek Nash co-opted (November 1995) to carry out his duties.

Fraser Wood replaced by Tony Norton

Jeremy Landless replaced by Harry Robertson, when he ceased to be an elder.

Harry Robertson replaced as an elder by Paul Gahm, December 1996.

Richard McFadden as a deacon by Moray Penman, 1997.

David Whitlie resigned as an elder, June 1998, replaced by David Patterson

David Patterson from deacon to elder.

David Patterson replaced by Eddie Ross.

Norrie Wilson replaced by Chris Harkness.

John Grant resigned, June 1999.

2000, May 

Elders: (new structure, 29 elders, 13 ministry and 16 pastoral).

Paul Arthurson (P), Sam Barron (P) (resigned, December 2002), Jonathan Bartlett (P), Les Beattie (P), Trevor Brailey (P), Mark Burrows (M), Donald Cameron (M), Dave Dennis (M), John Easton (P), Angus Ferguson (P) (retired, December 2001), Ian Finlayson (P) (resigned, September 2002), Sam Finlayson (P), David Glasby (P), Alastair Graham (P) (resigned, June 2002), George Haig (P) (retired through ill-health, December 2001), Nicholas Hunt (M), John McKellar (M) (resigned September 2003), Tom Mayo (P) (from 11/00), Derek Nash (M), Roger Pagan (P), David Patterson (P), Eric Smith (P), Barry Sprott (M), Adrian Todd (M), Bill Walker (M), Norman Wallace (M), Alex Watt (M), David Wilson (M), Norrie Wilson (M) (resigned July 2003 for SU work), Sam Verner (P).

Deacons: (new structure, names put to members by elders, for approval). 

James Anderson, (student and youth), Mark Anderson (Niddrie), Fiona Cook (evangelism), Mary Harrison (training and discipleship), Sid Harrison (admin), Celina Hunt (finance), Rory Malcolm (fellowship)(from 12/00), Robbie Mochrie (social) (resigned May 2002), Philip Murray (music and the arts), Steve Paterson (media and communication), Harry Robertson (mission), Eddie Ross (reception), Stuart Sinclair (youth council). 
Honorary elders, Ian Balfour, Bill Dowall, George Nash.

Honorary deacons, Alastair Hay, Tony Norton, Albert Peterson.

Angus Ferguson (P) (retired, December 2001) and replaced by George Nash (P).

Ian Finlayson became honorary elder in September 2002 and Tim Prime became elder (P).

Sam Barron (P) resigned, December 2002, John McArthur became elder (P) and took over Alastair Graham’s group in January 2003. There was an unfilled vacancy for a pastoral elder for most of 2003, and also for one ministry elder for part of the year. Eventually (early 2004) Phil Doggart (P) took over Sam Barron’s group. James Anderson moved from deacon to ministry elder and David Armstrong took his place as deacon for student and youth. Sid Harrison also moved from deacon to the elder for media and communication.
2005, May–September (new structures)

Elders (8); Donald Cameron (Worship and Witness), Phil Doggart (Christian Living, Youth Council and Student and Youth), Nick Hunt (Support Services), John McArthur (Support Services, also Church Treasurer), Adrian Todd (Mission), Norman Wallace (Christian Living), Alex Watt (Mission and Evangelism), David Wilson (Evangelism). (Philip Murray did not participate through family illness). 

Pastoral Group Leaders: (providing pastoral care, under elders). Anthony and Mary Andrew, Sam and Celia Barron, Trevor and Arlene Brailey, David and Doreen Clement, Sam and Carolyn Finlayson, Simon and Rosie Hansen, Colin and Mary Hume, Gordon McAndrew/Barbara Lyon, Derek and Anne Nash, Dave and Liz Patterson, Keith and June Percival, Dave and Ruth Porteous, Chris and Kim Ross, Grant and Jennifer Somerville, Sam and Margo Verner.

Deacons: James Anderson (Christian Living), David Armstrong (Student and Youth), Sharon Arthurson (Christian Living), Marion Bain (Christian Living), Jeremy Campbell (Support Services), David Clement (Support Services), Robin Crouch (Worship and Witness), Dave Dennis (Mission), Sid Harrison (Evangelism), Steve Paterson (Support Services), Harry Robertson (Mission), Andrew Rose (Worship and Witness), Stuart Sinclair (Youth Council), Robin Turton (Evangelism). 

Church Administrator, Celina Hunt

Donations Treasurer, Alastair Hay.

Honorary elders, George Nash, Eric Smith, Bill Walker. Later (October 2005) Tom Mayo.

When Sid Harrison became an elder in 2004, it was decided not to fill the vacancy for deacon in the Administration Ministry.

CHURCH SECRETARIES

1877–85

John Anderson

1885–1916 

Andrew Urquhart

1916–20

Robert Craig

1920–22

(acting) Main and Lee, jointly, then Aitken (acting) to December 1922–23


Robert Aitken

1922–27

Alan W. Ritchie, from election of December 1922, resign 9/27.

In preparation for the first meeting of the new elders’ court on Wednesday 21 February 1917 at 7 p.m., Graham Scroggie wrote a circular to the elders, proposed himself as Secretary of the elders, so that he might become ‘personally and intimately’ involved in the Chapel’s ‘many and varied departments’. At the meeting he withdrew the proposal, realising that it would be misunderstood and ‘seem to be a sign of no confidence in the general body of elders’.
 

1927–65

W. Macduff Urquhart. There was a vacancy following the election in which he became an elder, and he was appointed. Allan Ritchie had tendered his resignation in April 1925, but the position was ‘difficult to fill’. Graham Scroggie approached Urquhart, who was then a deacon, but the elders were not happy about someone other than an elder. Ritchie was persuaded to carry on until the election in June 1927. At the first meeting of the new court in September 1927, Urquhart was asked to be secretary of the deacons as well as church secretary, but he declined and William Brown was appointed as deacons’ court secretary. After the December 1932 election, Urquhart and Robert Aitken were joint secretaries, but after the next election it was Urquhart alone.

1965–80

John Cochrane

1980–2000

Ian L. S. Balfour

2000–05

William H. E. Walker
2005


(restructured, called Administrator)


CHURCH TREASURERS

18??– 1877

George Sleigh

1877–1918

John E. Dovey (break from 1899 to February 1903, when resumed.) Dovey offered to resign in September 1910, on removing to North Berwick, (Deacons’ Minute 29th September, 1910.) but was persuaded to continue. He kept trying to resign but was always persuaded to stay on, even when he gave up business on 15th May 1916. (Deacons’ Minutes, 7th April, 26th May 1915)


1899–1902

George Callum Walcot
1916–18

John Edward Dovey and Henry D. Curr (jointly until Curr resigned on 4 December 1917), (Alan W. Ritchie (deacon, not elder) joint-treasurer (really doing the work, from December 1917) until Dovey’s death on 15 February 1918)
 (Deacons’ Minutes, 26 May 1915 and 4 December 1917)

1918


Henry D. Curr said to have taken over.
1919 Henry Curr resigned through pressure of business (?had he come back after 4/12/17) and replaced by Alan W. Ritchie, who retired through pressure of other work (March 1920)

1920


William McDonald, appointed 3/1920, resigned on medical advice, 12/20

1921–33

F. Fiddes Main appointed January 1921. Resigned through health, 12/33. Obituary, 1937, p. 152. 

1933–51 

William Brown (12/33, resigned after a difference of opinion, March 1951)

1951–61

Robert Aitken (resigned after a difference of opinion, February 1961)

1961–83

David Wallace

1983–xx 

James McCall

19xx–97

David Whitlie

1997– 005

Norman Wallace

2005–date 

John McArthur

DEACONS’ COURT SECRETARIES

1877–79

William Roadley Dovey. (Duties in Deacons’ Minute, 13 December 1877)

1879 – (re-elected 1885) George P. Johnston

1890–99

George C. Walcot

1903–05

Andrew Urquhart (also church secretary)

1905–11

James Scott

1917 Dr. John Guy, March 1917, but may have been re-appointed on new Court; wanted to resign through pressure of work in June 1918, relieved of duties until end of year. Not clear who acted.

1919–27

W. Macduff Urquhart (immediately on demobilisation in June 1919).

1927–33

William Brown (9/27, resigned 3/33, became church treasurer 12/33)

1933–51 

Robert Aitken Jnr (3/33, until he became treasurer)

1951–65

John Cochrane (until he became church secretary)

1965–70

Robert Aitken (again)

1970–78

James Cossar

1979–80

Ian L. S. Balfour

1980–xx

William H. E. Walker

19xx–98

Norrie Wilson

ORGANISTS AND CHOIRMASTERS

Until 1879, there was a precentor, because there was no musical instrument. The last was Mr. Hepburne. From 1879 to 1906, it is not clear whether one person was choir leader and organist or whether these were separate posts – people are variously described as leader of psalmody, leader of praise, choirmaster, harmoniumist, organist. The term ‘leader of psalmody’ continued in the place of ‘precentor’ until the twentieth century re-christened him ‘choirmaster’. In 1923 Charles Steel officially combined the posts of both choirmaster and organist – William Whyte believed for the first time.

1879–82

Miss Anne Innes – ‘harmoniumist’

1885–88

Mr. Howden – ‘leader of praise

1888–91

W. J. D. McDougall – ‘leader of praise’

1891–98

Miss Dunne – ‘organist’

1902


Miss Sinclair

1903–06

William M’Dougal – ‘organist’ and leader of the choir

From 1906 to 1922, there were distinct appointments, ‘organist’ and ‘choirmaster’

Organist 

1906 Frank M’Bride in morning (also choirmaster, below),

Miss Steel in evening

1909 Mr. Curr organ at am services, called ‘Leader of Praise’

1911–14
Edwin Craig for pm services

1915–17
Miss M’Intyre while Craig away

1917–19
Miss Steele

1919–21
Mr. W.Hawkins appointed organist in January 1920, having acted for 3 months. He resigned in September 1921. ? same as Choirmaster, below, because we have a widow in 1922 and it could not be the other one.

Choirmaster

1905–09
Frank M’Bride
1910–18
Archibald Clark

1919–22
William J. Kellet ‘Choirmaster’ in succession to Clarke.

Leader and Organist (combined)

1922–27


William Steele, ‘Choirmaster’, with Thomas J. Walker as assistant (organist). James A. Arnott helped out for a short while in late 1928.

1927 –32

Thomas Johnston Walker, ‘Organist’ to Steele’s resignation, then ‘Organist and Choirmaster’ for £60 per annum. Mr. W.A. Hawkins stood in for Walker for seven months in February 1931. Walker resigned through college duties at end of 1932. Mr E.W. Winning stood in until Steele was appointed in April 1933. Hawkins was deeply offended at not getting the position (letter of 27May 1933 in the deacons’ file.)


1933–44

Charles Steele from Duncan Street Church was appointed ‘Organist and Choirmaster’ in April 1933. His full duties are set out in Deacons’ Minute 29 March 1933. Baxter found a choir some fifty strong, which had been greatly blessed of God in the conversion of many souls under the leadership of Charles Steel Honorarium increased from £30 to £40, June 1938. Warmly commended, Record, 1941, p. 249; W.A. Hawkins played on Sunday evenings and officiated during Steele’s monthly holiday. No choir practice possible during winter months through black-out. Record, 1941, p. 249. Honorarium increased from £40 to £45 at his request, 7/5/41. Steele died suddenly, November 1944, details in Record, 1944, p. 187.1943, pp. 57, 121.

1944–45

Alex Somerville was temporary organist and took the choir on deputation. 

1945–49 

September. Donald Sprinck, A.R.C.M., F.R.C.O., a friend of Mr. Baxter’s, then in Oxford, accepted the invitation to become the organist. Full details in Record, 1945, pp. 105, 133, 139 (biography). Commencing salary was £156 a year. He remained for five years, proving himself in the front rank of organists and choirmasters and setting a fine example of Christian gentlemanliness in all his dealings with the congregation. His appointment, however, as music master at Merchiston Castle school (requiring Sunday duties) precluded his continuing at the organ in the Chapel. He finished on 9 January 1949 (tribute in Record, 1949, pp. 27,, 43) and he recommended the appointment of his friend Mrs. Thomas Penwell (below). Obituary in Record, December  1972, no pagination). 
1949–58

Mrs. Thomas Penwell, A.R.C.O., whom he regarded as ‘one of the finest organists and choir-trainers’ available, started in January 1949. She ‘lived every line of her hymns’, and under her guidance the choir continued to play an important part in the services of worship. Record, 1949, pp. 27

Finding it too much, resigned in March 1954, Elders’ Minute, 3 March 1954, but persuaded over many months to continue. Resignation, much regret, March 1958. Died in January 1971. Obituary, Record, March 1971, no pagination. 
1958–65

James Monihan, who worthily maintained the high musical and spiritual tradition of his predecessors, March 1958..

1965–66

John R. Wilson, salary £125 per year. Resign after 6 months.

1966–67

J.J. Bell, asked not to be considered for permanent appointment.

1968–70

Tom Miller. From Hawick Baptist church, terms of appointment, Deacons’ Minute, 6 March 1968. Resigned, ill-health, November 1970.

1971–82

James Monihan again from July 1971 (Record, August 1971, no pagination.); Peter Martin as Assistant Organist (Record, October 1971, no pagination.), retired 6/82. Temporary for a while after Monihan resigned in October 1982

1983–85

Rev. Alex Somerville, leader of choir, Elizabeth Smith, organist, Donald Cameron, deputy organist, all on temporary basis while permanent positions sought.

1985–88

Miss Jessie Bell, the church deaconess, leadership of the musical work.

1988–2007+

Donald Cameron, ‘Music Director’ (new title). Elizabeth Smith was the organist throughout this time (and earlier).

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS

(moved to end of SUNDAY SCHOOL )

� Taken from a typewritten list, which seems to have been prepared for the Ter-jubilee in 1958; same source for the 1863–77 list.


�  Warm tribute to his contribution to Chapel life is contained in the Deacons’ Minute of 26 December 1879.


� Beruldsen visited Sunderland, where an Anglican vicar, Alexander Boddy, who had introduced Pentecostalism to Britain in 1907 and to Edinburgh in 1908, when he spoke at the Faith Mission Conference here, was based. Beruldsen returned to Edinburgh and founded a Pentecostal Assembly in Leith.


� Thirty years later, Mrs Kemp listed only five, Robert Aitken, E. Beruldsen, Taylor Brown, James Scott, and George Sim, but this may have been faulty memory; Kemp, Joseph W. Kemp, p. 27.


 


�  Deacons’ Minute, 4 October 1909.


�  Out of respect for the past, as he was now too ill to attend; he died in 1935, obituary Record, 1935, pp. 80–1.


�  The published result of this election included the order of votes received, i.e., C. Allister had (1) against his name as having received the most votes and J. Tait had (16), denoting the least. (? Something to do with the ballot paper having the names in alphabetical order – see ‘Elders’ on the CD). On Sunday morning, 31 July 1927, Graham Scroggie’s sermon was directed to the newly-elected office-bearers before they were recognized and received, and there is a detailed note of the service. Record, 1927, pp. 119, 136–7.


� Not named again, but seems to have died in October 1944, obituary Record, 1944, p. 170.


� Charles D.F. Allister was born 1870, joined in 1917, aged 37, soon became a deacon, was an elder for 30 years, Edinburgh City Mission 1931–43, listed in Home Mission, retired from Mission in 1943 through poor health, tribute in Record, 1943, p. 8 – re-elected in 1945, aged 75, died 12 July 1952 (Record, 1952, p. 121.) 


� 798 voting papers were sent out and only 320 (42%) were returned with nominations.103 names were put forward for appointment as elders but only 28 received the necessary qualifying number of nominations. Of these, 27 agreed to stand for office. 111 names were put forward for appointment as deacons and 36 received the necessary qualifying number of nominations. Unsuccessful candidates for eldership had their names added to the list of candidates as deacons if they desired. Deacons’ Minute, 12 March 1975.


� Obituary, Record, January 1992, pp. 4–5.


� The Baptist Union of Scotland publishes a Handbook on the duties of Church Secretaries, but the fullest ‘job description’ of his (not yet her) role in the Chapel was given by Derek Prime when he outlined the Secretary’s duties prior to the election of the writer to that post in May 1980: ‘preparation of agenda and minutes for elders’ Court meetings; implementing any decisions not specifically undertaken by the Pastor or a named elder; arranging rotas for membership and baptismal interviews, duties at the door, prayer meetings, midweek services and communion; responsibility for the Membership Roll and for allocation among Pastoral Groups; correspondence regarding pulpit supply during the Pastor’s absence; arrangements for the baptism of men; and more basically, to achieve a harmonious working partnership with the Pastor, particularly in dealing with enquiries after the Sunday services; the Secretary should be available to the membership and approachable by them.’ Elders’ Minute, 8 May 1980.


�  He became unwell in the spring of 1920 and never again acted as Church Secretary. He had a year in British Columbia to recuperate, from the summer of 1921 to the summer of 1922, but he was not able to attend the church until 15 July 1923. Robert Craig’s testimony is in the Record, 1921, pp. 70–1; see also p. 67. He died after a long illness on 17 June 1935, having joined the Chapel in 1903. Graham Scroggie’s tribute to him is in the Record, 1935, pp. 80–1.


� Main and Lee, jointly, commended at Communion Service on 29th May 1920. When Robert Craig went to Canada, in September 1921, Aitken was appointed Acting Secretary during his absence, and this lasted until the elections of December 1922. 


�  Letter from him to the elders in the Chapel archives. Decision in Elders’ Minutes, 21 February 1917.





�  Henry Duncan Curr died on 14 February 1920. Obituary in Record, 1920, pp. 34, 37.





�  When the deacons were considering the purchase of a harmonium for the church, as opposed to using the Sunday School one for adult services, they were ‘to consult Miss Annie Innes and Mr. Woods’, which implies that she played the instrument while he led the singing. Deacons’ Minute, 17 October 1879.


� There is no contemporary note of this, but on her death in 1961, Macduff Urquhart ‘reminded the Brethren that Miss Sinclair had been Church Organist early in Mr. Kemp’s ministry and for many years served the Church at Infirmary Ward Meetings as Pianist.’  Elders’ Minute, 10th January 1962.





�  She resigned (she was encouraged to resign) in at the end of February 1917, because Miss Steele had joined the Chapel and they wanted her as organist. (Craig was killed on 1 June 1916).


�  Resigned through pressure of increased professional duties and other work. She had a car, and the deacons recognised the cost to her of travelling to the Chapel on Thursday evening, Friday evening and on Sundays, so they insisted that she be reimbursed for the car expenses. Deacons’ Minute, 1 April 1919.


�  A William Hawkins, who was Chapel choirmaster for two years, went to Holyrood Abbey and then to Marshall Street Baptist Church in 1925. Record, 1925, p. 166. There is also a reference to the widow of William Hawkins, who had died in 1922, and another reference to William Hawkins helping during the vacancy along with Mr. Winning. Try to clarify. Chapel Deputy Organist, who died on 22/6/44, after long illness, joined CC in 1919, was deacon and did not move to Holyrood. Record, 1944, p. 107.


�  Mr. Clark (choirmaster) and Mr. Craig (organist) to receive honoraria of £10 and £15 per annum, inadequate but all the church could afford with the debt of the building. Deacons’ Minute of 2 October 1914 and copy of letter sent. ?? first such honorarium. Repeated in 1915, Deacons’ Minute, 4 February 1916. Scroggie was clearly unhappy at this, and did not want to pay Mr. Clark for 1916, but he felt morally obliged to do so (still £10) in light of the letter just mentioned. Deacons’ Minutes, 3 November and 1 December 1916. Clark confirmed as choirmaster, Deacons’ Minute, 6th October 1916, no honorarium wanted by either of them – Miss Steele accepted only on the basis that her service was voluntary. Deacons’ Minutes, 5 January and 2 March 1917. Clark resigned in September 1918 after a sharp division of opinion. Deacons Minute, 1 October 1918.


�  Kellet was Choirmaster, not Organist. During his holiday in summer 1922, the Choir experimented with the organist leading the choir from the organ. They decided to continue the experiment after he returned from holiday, but did not tell him, at which he took offence and resigned in December 1922. At that point the organist, Steele, wanted to finish up through ill health, but was persuaded to stay on.


� Steele kept trying to resign through ill-health. In May 1924, they interviewed a Mr. Mundell, who was willing to be ‘organist’ for £120 a year, but the group was not unanimous and persuaded Steele to continue.





